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there to Cracow. Meanwhile the pogroms against the Russian 
Jews broke out (1881). Guenzler accurately described them in 
Ha-Tor, with the result that the Russian government banned it 
from Russia. Since most of the journal’s subscribers lived there 
(he had nearly 300 subscribers in Russia, and about 250 in 
Austria-Hungary), Ha-Tor ceased publication. Guenzler could 
not refrain, however, from commenting on contemporary and 
local issues. He published his articles in Kol Maḥazike Hadas, 
published fortnightly in Lemberg. Meanwhile R. Simeon Sofer 
of Cracow founded the weekly Maḥazike Hadas and Guenzler 
was appointed editor. The publishers of Kol Maḥazike Hadas 
sued Guenzler; eventually it was agreed that Maḥazike Hadas 
would stop publication and Guenzler would edit Kol Maḥazike 
Hadas, but he was later forced to resign.

Bibliography: G. Bader, Medinah va-Ḥakhameha (1934), 
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°GUÉRIN, VICTOR (1821–1891), French explorer of the Near 
East. Guérin was professor of rhetoric at various French uni-
versities and finally at Paris. In 1852 he traveled extensively 
in Greece, Egypt, Tunisia, and Ereẓ Israel. His works include 
a seven-volume Description géographique, historique et ar-
chéologique de la Palestine (1869–80), containing three vol-
umes on Judea and two each on Samaria and Galilee. Guérin’s 
work combines historical information (especially from the 
church fathers and crusader authors) with topographical de-
scriptions; although his work preceded the age of scientific 
archaeology, he noted many monuments which have since 
disappeared. He also wrote La Terre sainte, son histoire, ses 
souvenirs (2 vols., 1881–83) and Jérusalem, son histoire, sa des-
cription, ses établissements religieux (1889).

[Michael Avi-Yonah]

GUGGENHEIM, U.S. family. MEYER GUGGENHEIM (1828–
1905), merchant and industrialist, was the progenitor of the 
American branch of the family. He was born in Lengnau, 
Switzerland, and immigrated to the United States in 1848 with 
his father Simon, settling in Philadelphia. After a period of 
peddling, Meyer established successful stove polish, lye, and 
lace-embroidery businesses. In the late 1870s he purchased an 
interest in the Leadville mines in Colorado. Leaving the em-
broidery business, the firm of M. Guggenheim’s Sons rapidly 
acquired and built silver, lead, and copper mines and smelt-
ers in the western United States, Mexico, and other countries. 
In 1901 the firm merged with the American Smelting and Re-
fining Company, in which the Guggenheims played a domi-
nant role. At the height of the family’s fortune, the company 
was estimated to be worth over $500,000,000. Meyer’s seven 
sons continued the family’s business operations as Guggen-
heim Brothers, expanding their holdings from Alaska to the 
Congo.

His eldest son, ISAAC (1854–1922), was born in Philadel-
phia. He promoted the family’s enterprises, including the Gug-
genheim Exploration Company. He was a contributor to the 

New York Federation of Jewish Charities, Jewish Theological 
Seminary, and Hebrew Union College. Meyer’s second son, 
DANIEL (1856–1930), became the leader of the Guggenheim 
Brothers’ far-flung enterprises and was responsible for expan-
sion and modernization. As president of American Smelting 
and Refining Company for nearly 20 years, he developed tin 
mines in Bolivia, diamonds in Africa, and nitrates in Chile. A 
progressive in labor relations, Daniel favored unionization and 
government economic legislation. With his brother Murry he 
endowed free music concerts in New York’s Central Park; the 
Daniel and Florence Guggenheim Foundation; and the Dan-
iel Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion of Aeronautics. He 
was a trustee of New York’s Temple Emanu-El and one of the 
founders of the Jewish Theological Seminary. Meyer’s third 
son, MURRY (1858–1939), participated actively in managing 
Guggenheim Brothers and the American Smelting and Refin-
ing Company. His philanthropies included a free dental clinic 
in New York. The fourth son, SOLOMON ROBERT (1861–1949), 
developed the family’s interests in Mexican and Chilean min-
ing. A benefactor of New York’s Mt. Sinai and Montefiore 
Hospitals and the New York Public School Athletic League, 
he formed the Solomon R. Guggenheim Foundation, which 
encouraged nonobjective art. The Guggenheim Museum in 
New York, designed by Frank Lloyd Wright, commemorates 
this interest. A fifth son, BENJAMIN (1865–1912), entered the 
family mining business and then withdrew from the partner-
ship in 1900 to head International Steam Pump. He died in the 
sinking of the Titanic. Meyer’s sixth son, SIMON (1867–1941), 
was associated with the family’s mining interests and, from 
1907 to 1913, served as U.S. senator from Colorado. In 1925 he 
established the John Simon Guggenheim Foundation, which 
has provided fellowships to thousands of scholars, scientists, 
and artists. The seventh son, WILLIAM (1868–1941), managed 
company property until 1900, and then withdrew from the 
family firm. His subsequent activities were public affairs, writ-
ing, and philanthropy.

Daniel’s son HARRY FRANK (1890–1971) served the fami-
ly’s mining enterprises and was senior partner of Guggenheim 
Brothers. As president of the Daniel Guggenheim Fund for the 
Promotion of Aeronautics from its inception in 1926, he did 
much to advance aviation. He established the Harry Frank 
Guggenheim Foundation, which supports scholarly research 
on problems of aggression, and violence. From 1929 to 1933 he 
served as United States ambassador to Cuba, and later founded 
and was president of the Long Island daily Newsday. Benja-
min’s daughter, MARGUERITE (Peggy; 1898–1979), spent most 
of her life in Europe, aiding the modern art movement, espe-
cially American abstract expressionism. Her home in Venice 
was a center for art display. In 1979 her memoir, Out of This 
Century: Confessions of an Art Addict, was published.
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[Morton Rosenstock]

GUGGENHEIM, CAMILLE (1863–1930), Swiss jurist and 
politician. Born in Zofingen, Guggenheim joined the Social 
Democratic Party in 1916 and later became Social Democratic 
member of the Great Council. He was member of the Swiss 

Federal Court (1929). Despite his short term in office, Swiss 
Fascists used his example after 1933 to prove the “Judaization” 
of Switzerland.
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